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No A-greementato Withhold Publication’ |

In the interests of accuracy, it should
be pointed out that contrary to Maxine
Cheshirg’s Oct. 19 column [Style], I

"never agreed with then CIA director
William Colby to withhold publication”
of the Glomar Explorer story. In fact, T’
fayored publishing it, as the Los Angsles
Times itself reported in an article on’
March 20, 1975, -~ S

As the same article reports, the deci-
sion not.to publish the story was made at
Mr. Colby’s request and in the interests
of national security:by our editor, Bill
Thomas, just as similar decisions to

Glomar Explorsr

-withhold. publication were made by top
. news executives of The Post, The;Wash-
. ington Star, The New York Times, the
- wire services, news magazines and the .

should have been published. But I Tecog-

nized ithen—and I recognize now—that

the decision was a policy matter to be
determined by top news executives.

i

¢ thres television networks. o i TACK NETLSON.

Most, if not all, reporters who covered )
the Glomar Explorer story thought it
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The Scoop on
The Class Reunion

e e e - i ~-f‘,:"“.(,;»;.';€?
By Muxine Cheshire: _1&;
3 OLUMDNIST: Jack: Ander-}
son wag about to breakithe”
- Glomar; story, a.story that:
3 GIA director William ColbyS,
"S> ~had persuaded Jack Nelson .
. of The Los Angeles Times not torun. *
.- 'To alert Nelson that he was.about.
. to bescooped,.Colby had his aides..
trackhimdown.. - - iy

Tt waso’t hard to do. He was around .-

the corner from the Whita House at
. “The Class Reunion” bar on H Street,
where some of the best-known names

16 |0ctober 1980 :

i journalism regularly hang out with

top Carter aides, Capitol Hill staffers, :
-government officials, lobbyists. and-

. Intetnational Monetary Fund bank-
ers.  tip o S
White House press secretary Jody
» Powelt hangs'out at“The Class Reun-
--ion” andthe president has reached
~him there more than once after work
to summon him back for an emergen-
oy e T : w
ollste;' Pat Cadell, when it’s not

this close to aun election, goea there to™

unmd. N AP o
. So do columnists Mary McGrory
“and ‘Bob Novak, along with ABC’s
*James Wooten,: CBS’s .Tke Pappas,.
" The-Boston Glebe’s Marty Nolan, the’
* Washington . Star's: Jules Witcover,*
- The Chicago ‘Tribune’s Jon Margolis
< and., scores” of Jother reporters who
:cover thePentagoa and the Justice

.-Department and the most importaht.

*'news beats for Time- and Newsweek

- and the most influential newspapers.
;- “The Class Reunion,” in other
words, i3 one of the best places in
-"Washington to go at the end of the
‘day to get the hot scoop, the realk
. skinny, on what happened or didn’t

Nation’s Capital and elsewhere .
“around the globe. |
- “It’s sort of like my neighborhood
bar,” Chicago Tribune political re-
porter Jon Margolia said, “I usually
-don’t get a story there but I may get a

tip or a quaote.” o :
Jay Gourley, “The National En-
quirer” veporter whose nose for news
-took him sniffing into Henry Kissing-
e’s garbage cans in Georgetown for
one scoop, finds eavesdropping at
“The Class Reunion” bar a good place .-
to hear things. v _ o
“I talk business there all the ti me,”
-says Jack Nelson: “I. take -sources,
“there. A lot of people take sources
“there.” ) , :
- But he wouldn’t take a “confiden- '

, tial source there if T dide’t want peo- ,r
ple to know who I was talking to,”
Nelson says. = ;

Nelson is one of the few reporters to-
be found who seems to be aware that
one of “The Class Reunion’s” owners
is Tom McKeon, a National Security’

Agency alumni who is now vice presi-
dent of Intertel, the world’s largest
‘private  intelligence-gathering net-
work, - s

One of the tavern’s managers, Patty

Hutton, said that McKeon is a finan-";
cial backer, “but he would prefer not .
to be mentioned in any colurmns.” '

Tom McKeon said last week that:-
e is one of the owners. A
According to the maitre d’ one night !
last week, McKeon sits at a regular :
:able in the bacl, near the cash regis- .
er. e

. Oue of the place’s biggest attrac-
tions: for “working stiff” journalists
and other customers is that they can |
Tun up a tab on credit till payday and

,alsa write cheeks if the managsment |
knowsyou. - et e R

happen or is about to happen in the
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| would no longer be protected
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‘A TTEMPTS by the Cen-: .
‘~s;~ tral”. 1. .« Intelligence .
- Agency to get.more. effec-
' ‘tive cover for spying opera-’
tions overseas have'led to
‘widespread ‘protests: from-
. within  privately ‘funded

|--agencies and government -

:departments who-fear they
oowelr

maY-beused I

. The - concern’ surrounds a
CIA BiH before-the Housa of
Representatives this week and,

scure section added to provi-
sions making it an offence for
anyone, including journalists
and private citizens, to disclose
the identity of a CIA opera-
‘tive_. . i . - . ) .
. This addition requires the
American “President to estabe
lish “ secret procedures ™ ensur-

1ing that intelligence officers

and employees, from CIA
station chiefs dowa,. be given
effective cover. o

To this end * any department
or -agency designated by the
President ”- must render what-
ever gssistance is necessary.

e - OppnnentS’_ fe_:'ir..,,_ o

the contrary, opponents of - the
Bill have warned that agencies
once “offlimits™ to the CIA

once ‘it became law.

Corps, the Agency Ffor Inter-
natiorral Development and the
Intermational  Communication-
Agency. . - we
- The 'Foreizn Service, which.
has- also resisted anything but

limited cover for the CIA, is

particularly, a relatively ob- .

Despite  CI A assurances to

™ These include: the ™ Peace -

Protests over Bill on
LA ‘cover’.abroad

3 By A, J-MeILRO¥ in Washington

also said to hse vuI-uera-};Ie if
the Bill Is passed. .

-Until- now, the service has

insisted” that if intelligence

- ofticers must use the service for

cover, then operatives cannat
ramk higher than Foreign Ser-
vice Reserve, -- e
" The. Peace  Corps has - the
longest tradition - of - keeping
undercover operatives out-of its

. ranks, a policy enshrined in its
-y, constitution . when™ founded- in

1961 . - S

* Opponents: of the CIA. Bill

"have won* influential support
within the judiciary and more |
‘than. 50 law professors have |l
signed ‘a letter charging that the i

proviston making it-a crimigal

offence: for' the disclosure of

the identities of CIA - opera-
tives by private citizens was™in

clear breach of the First Amend-
‘ment. 7 R ‘

. 3 o
Won momentiim
. But the Bill won momentum

in the machine-gunning on July
4 of the home of the CIA

station chief in Jamaica shortly |

after his name and other per-
sonal details ‘were given in
Kingston at a news conference
given by aun aeti-CIA group. .

with an ' alarming situation.

M We  were standing on a
shrinking ice floe as far as
_cover was concerned,” he: said.
" It “smggests . there is:some: |
 thing. dirty abont inteMigence, [
‘but intelligence is an importaut
. part: of our natiogal security.” |
"'The CIA. had to.,opean up
the possibilities: and. avenues|.
available to its operatives over-|,
seas, added Mr Colby. ... %}

Mr William * Colby,” former
CIA Director, said in'an inter- |
view that the agency was faced |:
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BILLY MOT ALG\TE
Agems for -
Other iamﬁs

e

'v% Va I Japan Has Many Contracts g
j\]hﬁ S Nﬂ@ guides than.Colby.-1t has financial |

' By ROBERT L. JACKSON
. Times 51aH Mriter

"WASHINGTON—Former CIA
director William E. Colby is one. So.
are former Secretary of State Wil-
liam P. Rogars, former Defense
Secretary Clark M. Clifford and for-
‘mer Seni. J. William Fulbright. And
of course, Billy Carter.

"+ 'The capital, in fact, has more than;
€00 of them—‘foreign agents” who
have registered mth the Justice

Department as lobbyists, lawyers P

and propagandizers for almost ev-.
ery country on earth. -

‘Billy Carter is Just the latest and
most publicized. -
. The. President’s brother was
forced to register as a Libyan agent| -
only when threatened with a feder-
2 lawsuit. But many agents are
‘quite willing to disgelose thenr actm-
Ues and Eees T

+*The law is very clear that our
; gove-mment. expects other countries
‘to do this,” said Colby, who is help-
ing Japanese interests obtain politi-
cal mtelhgence from Washmgton. :

BeportAvallab]etoPubhc ST
f CoIby—lee Rogers, . Chfford

,'Fulbnoht and hundreds of others—
'has filed a brief report with the Jus-:
‘tice Department that is available for.
‘public viewing. This is required by
the Poreign Agents Remstratlon
Acf., passed by Congress in 1938.

- Colby, the nation’s #op spy from
1973 to 1976, said in his report that
he has “collected information and|
‘prepared studies” for the Center for
Political Public Relations in Tokyo
_an institute for political information. '
-He has also *briefed Japanese. wsx- .

‘tors on American. political affairs.” . :
~*T-help them understand what,sI

happenmg in Washington,” he said |

A

«* Unlikeh

for -Uncle Sam, Colby said, “I'm

-doing-all this: on top of the table: I,
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© insisted on that. th.h rny Japanese‘

co]lea'-rues .
\Ey‘-xy do forexgn countnes. mth
large, well staifed -embassies in

‘-“faanmcrwn need_-ao'ents hke Col-

y? TR
o ell obkus!y they’re forevfn—I

‘ “ers,” he said. *Many of them under-

‘stand America very well but maybe!

] sorneone like me understands how
! the mechanism works a little better.

¢ 'Jf you go mountain-climbing in Ne-|
| paL you‘d better hire a local gurde 9 ‘

-+ Japan, inSfact, has more local

contracts with at least 15 Washing-
tori-based consultants, public rela-
tions specialists’and law firms, in-|
cluding the firm where former Sen..
Fﬁ.ubright (D_—jA._rk.) isapartner. - -

*Struggling‘to“keep tabs on this
vast array of:-foreign agents and
‘representativesiis.-an understazfed
-umt at the Justice Department that
hasonly seven attomeys __ )

Housed in a shabby office bmld-
ing a block: fromi - departmental

,headquarters ~this. 'unit has. not

‘prosecuted-a, bxv case since 1963,
_when it went after newspaper ¢ol-;
_wmnist Igor Cassini for failing tore- }
“gister as an agent of t.he Dormrucan
Repubhc. e

Cassini, the bmther of fashlon de- i
sxgner Oleg Cassini, was close to the:
-Kermedy Admmstrahon But .un-;
“swayed by his White House links,
“Justice Department attorneys ob-:
tained an indictment charging that.
he had willfully concealed $193 CIC'Oi
in agent’s fees through a dl_l_mmy_‘
corporatxonmtheBahamas T

1Cassini eventually pleaded *
contest" to the charge, was ﬁned
'$10,C00 and was placed on probatlon
for six months.

1 There aie obvious parallels to the
case of .Billy Carter, who tried to
hide his receipt of $220,000 from the;
Libyan government until pressed,
by the Justice Department. ~ -

. ‘But accarding to Philip B. Hey-'
Jmann. the department’s criminal di-
vision chief, the difference was that|
in the Cassini case the government
found a.written .contract stating
that Cassini_considered himself a
foreign “agent. Heymann said the
department doubted it could prove
to a jury that Billy Carter consid-
ered himself an agent. :

" The Presideni’s brother regis-

tered as a foreign agent last July af-

\
i
i
|
t
1

him.

Billy’s receipt of $220.000—2al-i
though he called it an undocument -
ed loan—is not an excessive sum fo
agents who are deemed influential.’
Most large law firms that employ or
are owned by former U.S. officials —
including Clark _Clifford’s—can
command s;x-fwure contracts as
foreign agents.

Clifford’s firm was paid 3119 0Co
by Algeria during a four-month
period in 1978 for furnishing legal
services and advice on forexv'x rela~
tions, energy and trade matters,
public filings show. "Algeria’s pre-
vious forexo‘n acent—formpr Atty.
Gen. Rlchard G Kleindienst—was
paid 3286,000 over two years. ;

Hogers, alier serving as secretary
of state in the Nixon administration,
helped represent the government of
Indonesia as well as Air France, the
official French air line.

His firm, which also includes for-
mer Assistant Treasury Secretary
Eugene T. Rossides, received 33853, -
€00 from Air France for congres-
sional lobbying and legal work to
ohtain U.S. landing and takeoff
rights for the supersonic Concorde. |

‘Another Set of Eyes, Kars® {
Other successful * forexgn agents”
are former Sen. George A. Smathers
(D-Fla.), former Rep James W
Symington (D-Mo.) and formerx
commissioner A. Sydr'ey Herlong of!
the Securities and Exchanoe Com-,
mission. ‘
“They are partm-rs in a 1aw fmn
that has a $300,060-a-year contract.
with South Africa to arrange meet-
ings with U.S. offictals and to advise
on trade and foreign poh'cy issues.’
Symington says he helps give Soutk.
Africa “another set of eyes and ears
in Washington.” ;
Most registered forexvn agents
are U.S. citizens but, as Symmcton
says. “I would hardly do anything

‘inimical to pur national interests.” A

liberal with a strong pro-civil rights
record when he served in Congress,
Symington said he saw no conilict
in serving a country that has a tra-
dition of "apa.rthexd" or separa’uon
of theraces. : - .-

“The govemment over there is
trying to make some gestures to-.
ward reform in labor unions, in ele-
mentary and secondary education
an.c(ll in public accommodations,” he
said. H
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